
Admissions Policy

This policy is written in conjunction with the Education Act, 1998.

1. Introduction

This Admission Policy has been developed in accordance with the requirements of the Education Act 1998, the Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018 and the Equal Status Act 2000. In drafting this policy, the board of directors of the school has consulted with school staff and parents. 

The policy was approved by the Board of Directors. It is published on the school’s website and will be made available in hardcopy, on request, to any person who requests it.

The application form for admission is published on the school’s website and will be made available in hardcopy on request to any person who requests it.

2. Admission Statement

The school will not discriminate in its admission of a student to the school on any of the following grounds:

(a) the gender of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned,
(b) the civil status of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned,
(c) the family status of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned,
(d) the sexual orientation of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned,
(e) the religion of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned,
(f) the disability of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned,
(g) the race of the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned,
(h) the fact that the student or the applicant in respect of the student belongs to Traveller community, or
(i) the fact that the student or the applicant in respect of the student concerned has special educational needs
As per section 61 (3) of the Education Act 1998, ‘civil status ground’, ‘disability ground’, ‘discriminate’, ‘family status ground’, ‘gender ground’, ‘ground of race’, ‘religion ground’, ‘sexual orientation ground’ and ‘Traveller community ground’ shall be construed in accordance with section 3 of the Equal Status Act 2000.


3. Admission of Students 

This school shall admit each student seeking admission on a first come basis except where –

a) Priority is given as listed below in section 4 ‘Over-subscription

b) the school is oversubscribed 

c) the student is applying for a residential boarding place but lacks the ability to self-regulate and self-care for the purpose of residing safely in a community of their peers. The compatibility of the applicant with residential boarding is determined at an interview with the student, and parents or guardian, before a place is offered.

d) a parent of a student, when required by the principal in accordance with section 23(4) of the Education (Welfare) Act 2000, fails to confirm in writing that the code of behaviour of the school is acceptable to him or her and that he or she shall make all reasonable efforts to ensure the student’s compliance with such code.

4. [bookmark: _bookmark0]Oversubscription

In the event that the school is oversubscribed, the school will, when deciding on applications for admission, place oversubscribed applications on a waiting list according to the child’s needs.

In the event that there are two or more students tied for a place or places according to any of the selection criteria above, a lottery will apply. 




5. What will not be considered or taken into account

In accordance with section 62(7) (e) of the Education Act, the school will not consider or take into account any of the following in deciding on applications for admission or when placing a student on a waiting list for admission to the school:

a) a student’s prior attendance at a Pre-school, including Naíonra,
b) the payment of fees or contributions (howsoever described) to the school; other than in relation to a fee charging school;

c) a student’s academic ability, skills or aptitude.

d) the occupation, financial status, academic ability, skills or aptitude of a student’s parents.
e) a requirement that a student, or his or her parents, attend an interview, open day or other meetings as a condition of admission; other than in the case of admission to the residential element of a boarding school.

f) a student’s connection to the school by virtue of a member of his or her family attending or having previously attended the school; other than what is described above. 


6. Notifying applicants of decisions

Admissions are received on a rolling intake basis.
Applicants will be interviewed and if successful will be advised of a start date.

7. Acceptance of an offer of a place by an applicant

In accepting an offer of admission from the School, you must indicate—

i. whether or not you have accepted an offer of admission for another school or schools. If you have accepted such an offer, you must also provide details of the offer or offers concerned, and,

ii. whether or not you have applied for and awaiting confirmation of an offer of admission from another school or schools, and if so, you must provide details of the other school or schools concerned.


8. Circumstances in which offers may not be made or may be withdrawn

An offer of admission may not be made or may be withdrawn by the School where: —

i. it is established that information contained in the application is false or misleading.

ii. an applicant fails to confirm acceptance of an offer of admission on or before the date set out by the School.

iii. the parent of a student, when required by the principal in accordance with section 23(4) of the Education (Welfare) Act 2000, fails to confirm in writing that the code of behaviour of the school is acceptable to him or her and that he or she shall make all reasonable efforts to ensure compliance with such code by the student; or

iv. an applicant has failed to comply with the requirements of ‘acceptance of an offer’ as set out in section 9 above.

The Board of Directors has a duty of care to ensure as far as practicable the health and safety of the students and staff of the school. In addition, the Board of Directors is required under section 15(1) of the Education Act 1998 to provide, or cause to be provided, an appropriate education for each student at the school for which that board has responsibility.

An application for admission may be refused, therefore, where the admission of the applicant would pose a significant risk to the health and safety of the applicant or students and staff of the school, or risk significantly interfering with the right of other students to an appropriate education.”
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9. Waiting list in the event of oversubscription

In the event of there being more applications to the school year concerned than places available, a waiting list of students whose applications for admission to the School were unsuccessful due to the school being oversubscribed will be compiled and will remain valid for the school year in which admission is being sought.

Placement on the waiting list of the School is in the order of priority assigned to the students’ applications after the school has applied the selection criteria in accordance with this admission policy.

Applicant students whose applications are received after the closing date outlined in the Annual Admission Notice, will be placed at the end of the waiting list in order of the date of receipt of the application.

Offers of any subsequent places that become available for and during the school year in relation to which admission is being sought will be made to those students on the waiting list, in accordance with the order of priority in relation to which the students have been placed on the list.

10. [bookmark: _bookmark1]Late Applications
N/A rolling intake.

11. Charging of fees

The Board of Directors of the School determines annually the fees for the following;
(a) an application for admission of a student to the school – registration fee
(b) the admission or continued enrolment of a student in the school – deposit and fees.

Fees and charges are payable as detailed in the Fees and General Conditions Notice published annually. In addition, a deposit is required in advance of allocating a place and is a condition of allocating a place in any school year.

12. Reviews/Appeals
Review of decisions by the Board of Directors 

The parent of the student, or in the case of a student who has reached the age of 18 years, the student, may request the board to review a decision to refuse admission. Such requests must be made in accordance with Section 29C of the Education Act 1998.
The timeline within which such a review must be requested and the other requirements applicable to such reviews are set out in the procedures determined by the Minister under section 29B of the Education Act 1998 which are published on the website of the Department of Education and Skills.
The board will conduct such reviews in accordance with the requirements of the procedures determined under Section 29B and with section 29C of the Education Act 1998.
Where an applicant has been refused admission due to a reason other than the school being oversubscribed, the applicant may request a review of that decision by the Board of Directors prior to making an appeal under section 29 of the Education Act 1998.
Right of appeal
Under Section 29 of the Education Act 1958, the parent of the student, or in the case of a student who has reached the age of 18 years, the student, may appeal a decision of this school to refuse admission.
An appeal may be made under Section 29 (1 ) (c) (i) of the Education Act 1998 where the refusal to
admit was due to the school being oversubscribed.
An appeal may be made under Section 29 (1) (c) (ii) of the Education Act 1998 where the refusal to admit was due a reason other than the school being oversubscribed.
Where an applicant has been refused admission due to the school being oversubscribed, the applicant must request a review of that decision by the Board of Directors prior to making an appeal under section 29 of the Education Act 1998. (See Review of Decisions by the Board of Management)
Where an applicant has been refused admission due to a reason other than the school being oversubscribed, the applicant may request a review of that decision by the Board of Directors prior to making an appeal under section 29 of the Education Act 1998. (See Review of decisions by the Board of Management)
Appeals under Section 29 of the Education Act 1998 will be considered and determined by an independent appeals committee, appointed by the Minister for Education and Skills.
The timeline within which such an appeal must be made and the other requirements applicable to such appeals are set out in the procedures determined by the Minister under section 29B of the Education Act 1998, which are published on the website of the Department of Education and Skills.
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