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MOBILE PHONE USAGE

Context

Comeragh Wilderness Academy recognizes and accepts that the use of technology and electronic equipment including mobile phones is part of modern everyday life. We are also conscious of the negative impact that excessive access to mobile phones is having on student and staff wellbeing and the potential damage they may contribute to normal social interaction.

Policy 
There is a No Mobile Phone Rule in operation throughout the school, during the school day. This means that not only is it not acceptable for a student to have their mobile phone in use in class but also that they will not be permitted to carry a mobile phone anywhere on their person during the school day.
Students may bring a mobile phone to school if deemed necessary, but it should be kept in their locker or dormitory at all times. Students may have restricted access to their mobile phones only at their lockers during morning.  The school does not accept any responsibility for the security of these devices.
If a parent/guardian has an urgent reason to contact a student, or vice versa, this will be facilitated through the schools mainline (051-646854).
Members of staff are requested to use discretion when using their own mobile phones for personal use during the school day.

School and State Exams
Mobile phones may not be brought into internal or public examinations. The possession of a mobile phone in an external examination could result in the disqualification of the candidate.
Boarders
No mobile phones are allowed during homework; the school will provide students access to devices. 
Devices and Code of Behaviour
Any use of camera/video facilities of phones to bully, harass, humiliate or intimidate any pupil or other person, or to transmit material that is illegal, defamatory obscene, pornographic or hateful, which is judged to be in breach of the school’s Code of Behaviour will be treated as a serious disciplinary offence.
Mobile Phone misuse and sanctions

Sanctions will be applied for any inappropriate use of mobile phones regardless of who owns the phone.
If a mobile phone is seen, heard or in use during any school activity which has not been authorised by a member of staff the following sanctions will apply:
· The phone will be confiscated immediately and placed into a padded envelope with the following recorded on the label: student’s name, year, date & time, teacher, & the reason.
· The phone should then be passed on to reception for storage and collection in line with sanctions below.
· Students should call from reception if they need to make contact with their parents.

Sanctions:

1st Infringement: A mobile phone that is confiscated from a student at any time during a particular day will be confiscated until after the end of classes on that day.
2nd Infringement: A mobile phone that is confiscated from a student for a second time will be confiscated until after the end of classes on that day and receive a School Detention.
3rd Infringement: A mobile phone that is confiscated from a student on a third occasion will be confiscated until after the end of classes on that day to be returned only to a parent/guardian.
Repeated failure by a student to cooperate with this rule may be referred to a Disciplinary Committee for further sanctions up to and including suspension.
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