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Model of Care

Comeragh Wilderness Camp is based on the model of care adopted by Mr. Campbell Loughmiller. It dates back to the 1940’s and by the 1970’s was wildly operational in the states. Campbell Loughmiller was called the father of therapeutic camping and implemented the ideas of L.B. Sharp who was the father of experiential education.

Their aim was simple to create a therapeutic camping program. This creation led the way for other services to adopt his model of care. Here in Ireland, it is Comeragh Wilderness Camp that has spear headed this way of working with children not only on a camping basis but as the first independent boarding school in Ireland.

The model essentially allows the young person who may be both educationally and behaviourally challenged to face their problems head on.

In order to train in the Loughmiller way, all staff attend established camps in the states and learn from the ground up what this model of care entails.

In Comeragh we are proud of this model and its adaptation to the Irish Culture. It is a one of a kind model whereby it allows the young person to return to their roots and find out who they really are. We note that there will be many challenges along the way, but these will be met with solutions and assistance from their fellow camp mates and camp chiefs. The aim essentially is for the young person to go on this journey of self discovery, to become one with nature, find their strengths and weaknesses and learn better coping strategies for the future. By doing so this allows the young person space to absorb and reconnect with their education. One which may have been lost in time due to fear, rejection or self doubt.

It is though the Loughmiller model that this is lifted and the true young person is found. Research in the states has proven that many children who face challenges within the education system when entering the program return to school 10 months to two years later at or above their original school grade.

Comeragh Wilderness Camp is set on 46 acres of land with a back drop of the Comeragh Mountains. The camp provides an independent school for 10 children, with two chiefs. They live in the wilderness in lodge styled tents in a type of village. Just like home they too have a porch area, toilets, cooking facilities etc, this is all achieved in a circle figure with the entrance/porch of camp to the front. Our classroom for education is the open doors and reaches far beyond the limits of the mere 46 acres and expands across the many lands and rivers throughout the south east coast. Where education is available and afforded as the opportunity arises within the beautiful backdrop of the Comeragh Mountains.
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