[image: ]



Model of Education

Our curriculum is not pre-set or pre-defined. It is led by the needs of the children that attend our service, as short and long term goals are set by the young people that attend our service and are individualised to the young persons ability and needs. These short and long term goals are set at the start of the placement and reviewed and updated regularly. No two children are alike and so their education too may differ. We do not have a predefined classroom or age group per class. This is set via the child’s needs as our curriculum takes into account the needs of the child on a therapeutic basis, as education and social, emotional and mental well being go hand in hand and are required in order to access the child’s ability within education. 

The Loughmiller way has shown that a child responds quicker to education when the underlying issues of rejection, fear or failure are addressed and a path towards successful outcomes is achieved. The child learns to believe in themselves once again and that they have the ability to strive in life and in education.

The educational component of the service has strong links to Aistear, Montessori and the Steiner method of education. All components are child centred and allow the child to explore hands on education and work in collaboration with others in their education setting with the assistance of able adults.This is achieved in Comeragh in the outdoors (the wilderness so to speak) where children learn to be one with themselves and others and explore the great outdoors together.

Our framework like that of Aistear follows four interconnected themes that describes children’s learning and development:

· Well-being
· Identity and Belonging
· Communicating
· Exploring and Thinking.

Like that of Steiner and Aistear the service values the child as a whole and looks at the core being of the individual – namely, the physical, emotional and mental well being of the child as these go hand in hand in respect of the educational component. Alongside this, both the Comeragh and Steiner philosophies like that of Aistear value the importance of play and the freedom to explore and play as the child requires. Unlike Steiner, Comeragh does not implement a fixed curriculum but does however offer a spiritual philosophy. The children work together in the setting to resolve problems/ issues together and reach a positive outcome together. 

Education within our service is “life wide." Young people are expected to complete their short and long term goals as set out in their initial and ongoing meetings. The residential and experiential aspects of the camp program allow the young people the flexibility of learning, natural science, local and state history, reading, composition, mathematics, health, physical education, environmental 

science, and home economics. Most of these subjects are taught in units allowing the group to invest a great deal of time and energy on specific chosen content area. Whether on our campus or beyond, searching for fossils on the River, canoeing on the River Suir, or sea kayaking, our staff and teachers are always looking to challenge our students to reach their full potential.

Resources are available to young people who wish to follow the national curriculum and a school will be available for these young people to sit state exams in. Tutoring will be available to young people that require assistance in English & Maths.

Our Educational curriculum is derived from CLE and is adapted to the child’s needs on an individual basis.

The school has only two rules:

1. What we do we do with a good attitude,
2. What we do we do as a group.

Subjects available to students:

· English
· Maths
· Science
· Geography
· History
· PE
· Music
· Social Studies
· Home Economics 
· Art
· Religion
· French, Spanish, etc.
· Woodwork-bushcraft
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